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The article examines the issue of compensation of prisoners of war currently
held in Ukraine. It is noted that 75 years have passed since the adoption of the
Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, and some of its
provisions are now outdated or irrelevant. One of these norms is the amount of
compensation for the labour of prisoners of war. Since there is some debate about
the criterion of fairness today, the authors analyse the purchasing power of the
Swiss franc in 1949 versus 2024 and provide a conclusion on this issue.

Key words: prisoners of war, labour, labour compensation, labour relations,
employment, State Criminal and Executive Service of Ukraine, International
Committee of the Red Cross, international humanitarian law, Geneva Convention,
legal status, prisoner of war camps, prisoner of war detention centres.

Target setting. Regarding the large-scale full invasion of the
russian federation against Ukraine, our country has undertaken to hold
prisoners of war, as provided for by international humanitarian law.

New institutions have been created within the system of the
State Criminal and Execution Service of Ukraine to hold prisoners
of war. These institutions include camps and detention centres for
prisoners of war.

Resolution No. 413 of April 5, 2022 provides the following
definitions of these institutions, namely: a prisoner of war detention
facility is a separate isolated room in a minimum security
correctional facility with general conditions of detention, medium

101



Ne 2 (22),2024 Hayxoswit Bicuuk Cieprmuan. Cepist: [IpaBo

and maximum security, as well as in a pre-trial detention centres of
the State Criminal and Executive Service intended for the temporary
stay of prisoners of war (hereinafter — the facility) [1]; a prisoner of
war camp (hereinafter — camp) is an institution established by the
Ministry of Justice for the placement and detention of prisoners of
war during the period of martial law in Ukraine, which covers
wartime and partially the reconstruction period after the end of
hostilities [1]. Also, paragraph 7 of Article 11 of the Criminal
Executive Code of Ukraine (hereinafter — the CEC of Ukraine)
provides that during martial law in Ukraine, due to the impossibility
of delivering prisoners of war directly to a prisoner of war camp, in
order to ensure their life and health, such persons may be
temporarily held in prisoner of war detention facilities established in
minimum security correctional colonies with general conditions of
detention, medium and maximum security. Prisoners of war held in
prisoner of war detention facility are transferred to a camp as soon
as such safe transfer is practicable [2].

This resolution also specifies who prisoners of war are, namely,
persons entitled to this status in accordance with Article 4 of the
Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of
August 12, 1949 (hereinafter — the Geneva Convention) and Article
44 of the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of August
12, 1949, and Relative to the Protection of Victims of International
Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), of June 8, 1977 [1].

At the same time, Hrushko M. V. notes that a prisoner of war is
a citizen of another state who, as a combatant or non-combatant,
participates in an international or internationalized armed conflict
and, in a state of defencelessness and inability to resist, falls under
the power of the opposing party in the conflict [3, p. 47].

Receiving the legal status of a prisoner of war, a person
becomes subject to the rights and obligations provided for by
International Humanitarian Law. Given that the Geneva Convention
relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War was adopted 75 years
ago, some of its provisions require additional study and analysis
to establish their relevance to modern conditions.
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The purpose of the article — analysing the purchasing power of
the Swiss franc in 1949 vs. 2024 to adjust the amount of
compensation for the labour of prisoners of war in today’s realities.

The statement of basic materials. According to Art. 49 of the
Geneva Convention, the prisoner of war detention facility may use
the labour of prisoners of war who are able-bodied, taking into
account their age, sex, military rank and physical ability to perform
certain work, in particular with a view to maintaining them in good
physical and mental condition [4, p. 136].

In accordance with Section IV of the Geneva Convention [5], as
well as Section VIII of the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine of 05.04.2022 No. 413 “On Approval of the Procedure for
the Detention of Prisoners of War”, prisoners of war are involved in
agricultural and industrial work (except for the metallurgical,
machine-building and chemical industries), public and construction
work that is not of a military nature or purpose, loading and
unloading, trade and consumer services [1].

According to the practice of the SCES, as of July 2023, the vast
majority of prisoners of war are involved in carpentry work and the
production of souvenirs [4, p.137].

A separate issue that needs to be considered is the issue of
compensation for prisoners of war. Article 62 of the Geneva
Convention stipulates that prisoners of war shall receive directly
from the detaining authority’s fair compensation for their labor. The
amount of compensation shall be determined by the same
authorities, but shall never be less than a quarter of a Swiss franc for
a full day’s work. The detaining state shall communicate to the
prisoners of war, as well as to the state on which they depend,
through the intermediary of the Protecting State, the amount of daily
compensation established by it. The state detaining prisoners of war
shall also pay compensation for labour to prisoners of war who are
permanently assigned to perform duties or to engage in skilled or
semi-skilled work in connection with the administration,
arrangement or repair of camps, and to prisoners of war who are
ordered to perform the duties of spiritual or medical personnel in the
interest of their comrades. Compensation for the work of the
representative of prisoners of war and his assistants, if any, is paid
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from the fund replenished from the profits of the military store. The
amount of such compensation is set by the prisoner of war detention
facility representative and approved by the camp commander.
If such a fund does not exist, the detaining authorities shall pay these
prisoners of war a fair compensation for their labour [5].

Resolution No. 413 of April 5, 2022, on compensation states
that compensation for prisoners of war is determined on the basis
of bilateral agreements between the camp and the enterprises where
the prisoners of war will work. The amount of compensation for the
labour of prisoners of war is set in the national currency of Ukraine
and cannot be less than the amount established by Article 62 of the
Geneva Convention. Prisoners of war who supervise and control the
work of prisoners of war, are involved in the provision of medical
care, receive compensation in the same way as those prisoners of
war who are involved in the performance of work. The
compensation of representatives of prisoners of war and their
assistants is paid from the fund, which is replenished from the
profits of the camp’s shops. The amount of such compensation shall
be determined by the representative of the prisoners of war and
approved by the camp commander. Prisoners of war and the state to
which they belong are notified of the amount of their daily
compensation for labour [1].

According to scientists, the salary of a prisoner of war is a
compensation calculated in monetary terms that a prisoner of war
receives for the work he or she has performed. The wages of
prisoners of war are determined on the basis of bilateral agreements
between the camp and the enterprises where the prisoners of war
will work. The contractors transfer funds to the camp’s account, and
then the earned money is transferred to the personal account of the
prisoner of war detention facility, which is administered by the
camp’s financial service. The compensation of prisoner of war
detention facility depends on the type of work they are involved in.
The amount of compensation for the work of prisoners of war is set
in the national currency of Ukraine and cannot be less than a quarter
of a Swiss franc for a full working day (Article 62 of the Geneva
Convention). In practice, this is being implemented, and each
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prisoner of war who was involved in work, for example, in June
2023, received a monthly compensation of 425.00 UAH [4, p. 139].

According to the practice of the SCES, prisoners of war are
informed about the amount of their compensation for labour. Twice
a month, the financial service of the camp informs each prisoner of
war detention facility against his/her signature about the amount of
money on his/her account [4, p. 139].

Given that the Geneva Conventions were adopted 75 years ago,
certain issues are irrelevant or outdated and need to be revised.

One of such issues today is the issue of compensation.

In its letter, the International Committee of the Red Cross
(hereinafter — ICRC) to the Department on Issues of Execution of
Criminal Punishments (hereinafter — DIECP) stated the following.

During ICRC visits to the “Zakhid-1” prison camp in the first
half of 2023, prisoners of war said that the monthly salary received
for full-time work 6 days a week was about 300—400 UAH [6].

First of all, it should be noted that labour compensation should
be considered as “compensation for labour” and not as “salary”. The
detaining power should establish a fair rate of pay to be paid to
prisoner of war detention facility directly by the detaining power.
Since prisoner of war detention facilities should not be equated with
civilian workers, the detaining power has the right to set its own rate
of pay and is not obliged to pay the same rate as civilian workers.
The reason for this is that prisoners of war are not required to work
to support themselves and their families, but, as provided for in
Article 49 III of the Geneva Convention, in particular for the
purpose of maintaining them in good physical and mental condition.
In addition, they shall have the right to continue to receive their
normal military pay from the state on which they depend [7].

It should be noted that it was in 1949 that a minimum threshold
of ¥4 Swiss franc per working day was established. This was not
considered a significant amount, but rather an “extremely nominal
minimum”. However, 75 years after the adoption of the Geneva
Conventions of 1949, this amount can be questioned in terms of the
criterion of fairness. The relevant modern state practice confirms
that this provision should be considered taking into account the level
of inflation.
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The criterion of equity requires that compensation for labour be
“fair or appropriate in the circumstances”. This implies that prison
of war detention facility should be able to purchase ordinary daily
necessities that are not already provided by the detaining authorities.

The criterion of fairness also stipulates that the minimum
compensation for labour per day should have a purchasing power
comparable to the purchasing power of CHF 0.25 in 1949 [6].

Analysing the purchasing power of the Swiss franc: 1949 vs
2024, we note the following.

According to calculations by the State Statistics Service, 1 Swiss
franc (1949), given the inflation rate of +400.6% in 2024, is equal to
5 francs (see Figure 1) [8].

That is, ¥4 of a Swiss franc (1949) is approximately 1.25 Swiss
francs (2024) [9].

Figure 1
0 Landesindex der Konsumentenpreise
LIK-Rechner LIK-Reihen LIK-Niveau
Indexperiode [  LIK-Teuerungsrechner (i)
Ot ©QEr Indexperiode
Strtdatum Enddatum Startdatum Enddatum
12,1949 [ o03z2024 B 12.1949 03.2024
Index (Indexbasis 08.1939=100)
Indexbetrag Startwert Endwert
160.6 Punkte 804.0 Punkte

Verdnderungsrate (D
+400.6%
Indexbasis

automatisch v

(Indexbasis 08.1939=100)

As of today, 1.25 Swiss francs equals 53.97 UAH (see Figure 2).
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Figure 2

1 WsenuapcbKmiA opaHK [opiBHIOE <
43,18 YKpaiHcbKa

11 keit, 09:17 UTC - 3actrepexenHa 43,43 1, 31 bey
1.25 LLIBeliuapcbkuii hpaHk ~
53,97 YKpaiHChbKa rpUBHA

CHF/UAH: foknagHiwe -

Table provides an analysis of prices, where the first column
shows the name of the product, the second column shows the prices
as of 1949 according to Vierteljahresberichte / Statistisches Amt der
Stadt Bern Quarterly Reports / Statistical Office of the City of Bern
[10], the third column shows the prices in Switzerland in 2024 [11;
12; 13; 14; 15], the third column shows the prices in Ukraine in
2024 [16; 17], and the fourth column shows the percentage of prices
in Switzerland in 1949 and Ukraine in 2024.

Table
1949 2024 2024 Comparison
Switzerlan | Switzerland Ukraine 1949/2024
d y %
Schweine- 6,84 Fr 17 CHF 4,21 CHF - 62,45
fleisch, frisch
Pork, fresh 292,11 726,01 UAH | 179,81 UAH
1 kg UAH
Kaffee, gerdstet 5,77 Fr 19,6 CHF 15,45 CHF +168,2
Coffee, roasted
1 kg 246,42 837,05 UAH 660 UAH
UAH
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Continuation of the table

Halbwei3brot 0,7 Fr 8,50 CHF 0,84 CHF 66,6
(runde Form) (a half)
Half of the | 29,89 UAH

white bread 1,4 Fr
(round) 1 loaf | (1 loaf) 1 Toaf
59,79 UAH | 363,00 UAH | 35,94 UAH
Zucker, 1,07 Fr 2,29 CHF 0,74 CHF -43,75
Kristallzucke | 45,70 UAH | 99,81 UAH | 31,43 UAH
r, weifl
Sugar,
granulated

sugar, white

Milch, 0,47 Fr 1,45 CHF 0,91 CHF +473
Vollmilch 20,07 UAH 61,92 UAH | 38,70 UAH
Milk, whole

milk per litre

Schokolade 5,01 Fr 39,17 CHF 30,53 CHF +511,1
ménage 216,59 UAH 1693,41 1320 UAH
Chocolate UAH
1 kg
Block of - 88,00 CHF 23,11 CHF | Switzerland /
cigarettes 3804,45 999 UAH | Ukraine 2024
Marlboro UAH -280
Gold x
10 packs
Tooth paste - 4,90 CHF 2,61 CHF - 86,7
75 ml 211,84 UAH 113 UAH

Conclusions. According to the State Statistics Service, the value
of 0,25 Swiss francs in 1949 is equivalent to about 1.25 Swiss francs
in today’s purchasing power. This indicates that part of the
purchasing power of this currency has been stable over time.
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A closer look, however, reveals that the price level in
Switzerland and Ukraine is significantly different. Comparing the
prices of different goods in both countries in 1949 and 2024, it
becomes obvious that the cost of goods in Switzerland is much
higher now than in Ukraine in 2024. Even if we compare prices in
Ukraine at the moment, some goods, such as pork, bread, and sugar,
cost less than in Switzerland in 1949.

Thus, while the purchasing power of the Swiss franc remains
stable compared to prices in Switzerland, it is not so stable in the
context of prices in Ukraine. This demonstrates the importance of
taking into account not only the internal purchasing power of a
currency, but also its comparison with other countries for a more
accurate assessment of economic performance.
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AHAUJII3 OILJIATH MPALI BINCHbKOBOIIOJIOHEHUX
B YKPAIHI

Y emammi posensimymo numarns onamu npayi GiicbkOBONONIOHEHIX, SIKL HA CbO2OOHT
ympumyromscst 8 Ykpaini. Poskpumo npasosuti cmamyc 8iticbkOBONONIOHEHUX Ma ONUCAHO,
3a AKUX YMOB IX ModicHa 3anydamu 0o npayi. 3aznaueno, wjo JKenescoka Kongenyis npo
N0BOOICEHHSL 3 BILICLKOBONONOHeHuMU 6i0 12 cepnus 1949 poky nepedbauae mosxciugicmy
3anyuents 0o npayi, ane 3 0008 A3K0680K0 YMOBOI, W0 Y npays 6)1a Cnpageoiuso Oniayy-
6anor0. Bpaxosyrouu me, wo nicas yxeanenms suwye3eadanoi KOHeeHYIi npotiuiio éxce 75
POKI8, NesHi il HopMu Ha Cb0200HI € 3acmapinumu abo Heakmyaohumu. OOHA 3 MAKUX HOPM
€ Po3MIp BUHALOPOOU 34 NPAYIO BIlICLKOBONONOHeHUX. Brazaro, wo Miicuapoonuii Komi-
mem Yepsonoeo Xpecma y ceoemy komenmapi 0o Il Kenescokoi KoneeHyii 6xasye, ujo
BIICLKOBONONIOHEHI OMPUMYIONb He 3apOOImHY Niamy, a 6UHA20pPOOY, OCKIIbKU 60HU He
NPUPIGHIOIOMbCSL 00 YUBLTLHUX BLTbHOHAUMAHUX NPAYIGHUKIS, 4 MOMY NPU 6USHAYEHHI PO3-
Mipy oniamu npayi He NOGUHHO OYMuU NPUS sI3KU 00 MIHIMATLHOL 3apoimHoi niamu. Ane
npu YoMy BUHALOPOOA 34 NPAYIO NOBUHHA GIONOGIOAMU 2 KpUMepiem: Cnpaseonueocmi ma
OYmu He MEHWIOM 3 Y8epntb Weelyapcukoeo gpanka. OCKLTbKU w000 Kpumepiio cnpaseo-
JIUBOCI HAL CbO200HI ICHYOMb NEesHI OUCKYCIL, asmopamu 6)10 3p00NEHO aHATE3 KYNIBETbHOT
cnpomoicHocmi wetiyapcokoeo dparka 6 1949 poxy npomu 2024 poxy ma Ha0aHoO 6UCHO-
60K, W0 HE36AXCAIOYY HA e, WO KYRIBETbHA CHPOMOJICHICIb WUSEYaApCbKo20 (panka 3a-
JIUUIAEMbCS. CMADTTLHOIO 6 NopieHAHHI 3 yinavu y Lllsetiyapii, 60na He maka cmitika 6 KoH-
mexcmi yin 6 Yipaini. Le ceiouums npo 6axciusicniv 6paxyeanHs He e 6HympiuHb0i
KYNIBEbHOT CHPOMOICHOCIE BATFOMU, & U i1 NOPIGHSIHHA 3 THUUUMU KpaiHamu st OLTblu moy-
HO20 OYIHIOBAHHA EKOHOMIYHUX NOKA3HUKIB, G MOMY NPU HUHI 6CIAHOGIEHOM) PO3MIPI On-
Jlamu npayi BIICbKOBONONIOHEHUX MOXCHA CIMBEPOICYBAMI, WO BOHA BIONOBIOAE 6CIM KpU-
mepisim, K 6cmaro6ieHi MidICHaGpOOHUM 2YMAaHIMAPHUM HPABOM.

Knrouoei cnosa: siiicbkogonononeni, npays, oniama npayi, mpyooei GIOHOCUHY, 3a-
tiHsTmicmy, Jlepoicasra KpuMiHAIbHO-8UKOHasya cryoicoa Yxpainu, Miicnapoonuti Komi-
mem Yepeonozo Xpecma, miscHapooHe ymanimaphe npago, Kenescoka KOHGeHYIs, npago-
euil cmamyc, mabopu Ol MPUMAHHSL GILICHKOBONONIOHEHUX, OLTbHUYE Ol MPUMAHHSA
BILICbKOBONONIOHEHUX.
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